Planning Application:  DC/05/61385

Quaggy Flood Alleviation Scheme – Manor Park Regeneration
As a result of discussions held with the Environment Agency, their contractors and yourselves at the drop-in session on Thursday, March 9th the Quaggy Waterways Action Group (QWAG) wishes to make the following supplementary comments in reference to the above planning application.

1. Designing out Crime (Section 3 in our initial comments)
QWAG was very concerned that the Landscape Master Plan included in the planning application indicated that a “densely vegetated band of thorny species” was to be on the park side of the river and a stretch of approximately 150 metres was to be hidden away from park users.

QWAG is pleased that the revised Landscape Master Plan displayed at the drop-in session indicates a more sympathetic planting scheme that is in keeping with the woodland character of the riverside. QWAG believes that this planting scheme strikes an acceptable balance between the security and privacy needs of the Leahurst Road residents whose properties back onto the park and the opportunities for park users to view and access this stretch of the river 
2. Access to the River (Section 4 in our initial comments)

Referring to the river edge and steep slopes in the park, QWAG strongly challenged the assertion in the planning application that “if no riverside boundary is put into place, this represents a health and safety risk which is not acceptable.”
QWAG understands from the discussions that the railings are deemed necessary due to the increased risk of opening up the river relative to keeping it fenced off. QWAG contends that there are numerous riverside locations across the borough (see photos for examples) where the absolute risk is greater than in Manor Park and that at none of these locations has it been thought necessary or desirable to put boundaries in place. QWAG believes that the actual risk is within acceptable limits.
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   River Ravensbourne in Beckenham Place Park
River Pool in Riverside Walk (Lower Sydenham)

QWAG urges that the need for railings is reviewed and that their use is restricted to those places where they are thought to be absolutely necessary, such as immediately opposite the children's play area. Even here QWAG believes a low beech or hornbeam hedge would be an equally effective but more environmentally friendly alternative.
