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	Email: qwag@qwag.org.uk

Website: www.qwag.org.uk 


Minutes of the QWAG General Meeting

Methodist Church Hall, Albion Way, Lewisham

Wednesday 15th July 2009 at 8pm

Attendees

	 Julia Grollman
	Matthew Blumler
	Trevor Odell  (EA)
	David Larkin

	Maria de Jesus
	Paul de Zylva
	Ralph Porfrey
	

	Anne Scott
	Geoff Thurley
	Lucy Shuker
	


Julia acted as Chair

Agenda Item 1: Introduction

Apologies:  Jane Ferguson, Laurene Brooks, Evelyn Carr (other apologies may not have been passed on)

Agenda Item 2: Minutes and matters arising from previous meeting

Re. 4.1, the screen had not been removed, only the padlock keeping it rigid.

Re 3.4, Trevor will pass the matter of further discussion to the Team Leader of the Development and Flood Risk Team. Trevor outlined the general situation regarding consultation with the Agency on developments. 

(1) For Planning Applications, the Agency as a statutory consultee is contacted by local authorities. Replies from the Planning Liaison Team are publicly available, - usually on local authority websites - for comment by individuals and bodies. Additionally, pre-Application discussions with developers may take place. These tend to be confidential. 

(2) Flood defence consents are needed for all work on river beds, banks and within 8m of the top of the bank. Again, the contact could be direct application for consent or pre-discussions.

Though the Agency seeks enhancements and set back of defences, it has to take into account existing built footprint.

2.1 Re 3.2, nos.38-64 Lee High Road the situation remains as reported in May minutes.                  

2.2 Re 4.3, recommendations for securing brushwood has been passed on.

2.3 Re 9.2 the visit by Archbishop Tutu to Chinbrook Meadows duly took place.. He opened a Peace Garden.
Agenda Item 3: New and Ongoing Issues – Maintenance and Improvements

3.1 Regarding maintenance, QWAG is in receipt of a CD outlining the Agency's programme for the area. Trevor made a second CD available.

3.2 Regarding the location, monitoring and eradication of Japanese knotweed, of necessity a number of different bodies would need to work in cooperation. A build up in momentum was needed. Paul offered to outline a plan of how this might be brought about. 

3.3 Matthew reported on discussions between Thames21 and Laing Rourke. Heavy machinery might be made available free of charge at weekends for river restoration work if operators agreed to volunteer their time. Middle Park reach near the A20 would be an ideal project.

3.4 Restoration of the Middle Kidbrooke as part of the Thomas Tallis school development has built-in flood water storage capacity – it might resemble a miniature Sutcliffe Park..

3.5 Trevor reported that river restoration projects in the area might follow from Local Area Agreements if local authorities, following discussions with the Agency, give priority to flood risk and its alleviation.

Agenda Item 4 : Surplus QWAG Funds

4.1 We still need to consult the membership regarding the use of surplus funds. A further suggestion was for QWAG to sponsor a school competition. Projects could be incorporated into the website. 

Agenda Item 5: Recent Events

5.1 The 3 Rivers Clean Up proved a highly successful community event with 367 volunteers at 22 events collecting 1200 sacks of Himalayan balsam and two truck loads of rubbish. Three local schools participated. 

5.2 People's Day duly took place on 11th July. This year our pitch was in a large marquee with other 'love Lewisham' organisations. Though we were saved the job of erecting the gazebo, there was a general feeling it made us less eye-catching. In future, it might be best to request our own individual pitch.

5.3 The 2009 newsletter had been printed in time for People's Day. Copies would also be distributed to the public via libraries and other 'community' venues. It could also be downloaded in colour from the website. To increase public awareness, a flyer to this effect could be delivered to local residents.

Agenda Item 6: Forthcoming Events

6.1 The Annual River Walk as minuted at last meeting will take place in Sutcliffe Park, five years after the official opening. We hope to get permission to also visit the Quaggy in nearby John Roan School playing fields where the river was also restored. ( N.B. permission since granted).Other relevant matters – publicity, invitees e.g. politicians, councillors, Berkeley Homes rep?.

Agenda Item 7 : AOB

7.1 Lucy Shuker has recently joined QWAG. Lucy is a Ph.D.student at King's College London researching the assessment, planning and management of urban rivers (before and after restoration) and the benefits that restoration can achieve.

7.2 Trevor as a well-known and accessible Agency staff member in the locality tends to be contacted on all sorts of matters outside his area of responsibility. Anyone who wishes to report an incident or a problem on the River Quaggy should call the Agency's Incident Communication Service (ICS) on 0800 80 70 60. All calls and requests are logged and put on a national database with an officer assigned in each case. Details are held centrally and enquiries can be followed up. .
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Next meeting: Wednesday September 16th at 8pm (Refreshments from 7.45 pm)
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