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	64 Limes Grove

London

SE13 6DE

Tel: 020 8318 5566

Email: qwag@qwag.org.uk

Website: www.qwag.org.uk 


Minutes of the QWAG General Meeting

Methodist Church Hall, Albion Way, Lewisham

Wednesday 18thMarch 2009 at 8pm

Attendees

	Ray Manchester
	Jerry Pinel
	Trevor Odell  (EA)
	Evelyn Carr

	Ron Cooper
	Sheila Peck
	Emma Barton (EA)
	Matthew Blumler

	Anne Scott
	Beryl Gibbs
	Bryn Walton
	Geoffrey Thurley

	Maria de Jesus
	Cllr Mike Keogh
	Rosemary Walton
	David Larkin


Agenda Item 1: Introduction

Apologies: Katherine Collins, Jane Ferguson, Laurene Brooks, Paul Newing, Pippa Bampton, Brian Gaskell, John Burns.
Agenda Item 2: Minutes and matters arising from previous meeting

2.1 November 2008 Item 6.1: The fish re-stocking of the Ravensbourne by the Agency did take place but the event was re-sited owing to the breach of the dam in North Ladywell Fields.

2.2 November 2008 Item 6.2: The fish survey at the Tarn was not carried out by the Agency but by Thames21 and students of Hadlow College.

Agenda Item 3: New and Ongoing Issues – Planning Applications
3.1 Lewisham Town centre – there has been no further developments. Interestingly, the developers of the Loampit Vale site have been told to ignore the Gateway changes to the road layout in their modelling studies.
3.2 36–64 Lee High Road. The building at No. 58 (ex Mr Clutch) has been demolished except for the structure over the river.

3.3 104–120 Lee High Road. The developers want to increase the number of flats on the site. The revised application has been refused by the Council but the developers have appealed.
3.4 Talks within the Agency concerning the future aspirations for the Quaggy in the Lee High Road vicinity are thought to be imminent. If of a general nature, QWAG and the local community should be involved.

Agenda Item 4:  New and Ongoing Issues - Maintenance

4.1 Re the low flow of water through Sutcliffe Park and consequent problems, John Briggs, Chair of the park’s user group, has proposed a meeting of all concerned to discuss the issue. QWAG supports the idea.

4.2 Nandos. The original improvements have not entirely worked – QWAG is interested to know whether anything further can be done - perhaps with volunteer labour and a very small budget. Trevor thought the Agency would be willing to advise.
4.3 The Agency had recently carried out tree clearance along the Quaggy in the Mottingham Farm vicinity. Dissatisfaction had been expressed by riparian owners at the lack of consultation prior to the work being undertaken.

Agenda Item 5: New and Ongoing Issues – Improvements and Restorations

5.1 QWAG had been contacted by Brian Gaskell, Chair of Friends of Mottingham Woods about proposals for the Quaggy. Brian wasn’t able to attend the meeting to explain further.

5.2 Ladywell Fields – following further funding obtained by LBL for work on the Ravensbourne here, QWAG representatives would attend a consultation exercise on March 31st. A second public walkabout takes place on April 4th.

5.3 The possibility of improving access to the Quaggy in Manor House Gardens was raised at the AGM. QWAG would be interested in any such scheme but such a project needs the interest and support of local people in the first instance.
Agenda Item 6: Forthcoming Events

6.1 The Spring Walk and Social will take place on 19th April. Meet at Petts Wood Station for an 11.15am start. The walk is about 3.5km and should last 1.5 hours. Full details are on the website.

6.2 The Three Rivers Clean Up takes place over nine days starting on 31st May. Some 12 to 14 public events are arranged. A variety of organisations are involved – including QWAG. The aims are to tackle problems of rubbish / alien plants and to raise awareness of local rivers.

6.3 Lewisham Peoples Day takes place on Saturday 11th July. Volunteers would be needed.

6.4 QWAG’s Annual River Walk will take place on Sunday 6th September. Suggestions for possible routes welcome.

Agenda Item 7: User Group News
7.1 Friends of the Tarn Workdays take place at the Tarn on the 3rd Saturday of the month, 10am to 2pm.
7.2 Manor Park User Group The next meeting takes place on Wednesday 22nd April at the Station pub in Hither Green at 7.30pm.

Agenda Item 8:  Any Other Business
8.1 QWAG is a Runner-up in BURA’s 2008 Community Inspired Regeneration Awards. The presentation ceremony takes place at the House of Lords on March 20th.

8.2 Beth Jones’s involvement with schools could mean she’d be interested in QWAG’s educational displays. Matthew would put her in touch with Dave.
8.3 There are legal issues between the Agency and Thames Water about responsibilities for sections of the River Ravensbourne.
8.4 Lewisham Council’s Core Strategy Options Report is available for inspection and comment. Rivers are an aspect. The consultation period ends on 3rd April.
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Next meeting: Wednesday 20th May at 8pm (Refreshments from 7.45 pm)





The agenda will be sent to all members at least one week before the meeting.


The minutes will be sent to all members within two weeks of the meeting.
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