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	64 Limes Grove

London

SE13 6DE

Tel: 020 8318 5566

Email: qwag@qwag.org.uk

Website: www.qwag.org.uk 


Minutes of the QWAG General Meeting

Methodist Church Hall, Albion Way, Lewisham

Wednesday 20thMay 2009 at 8pm

Attendees

	Ray Manchester
	Beryl Gibbs
	Trevor Odell  (EA)
	Janet Simpson

	Ron Cooper
	Sheila Peck
	Emma Barton (EA)
	David Larkin

	Anne Scott
	Ken White
	Sarah Bowbrick (EA)
	

	Maria de Jesus
	Andrea Hughes
	Laurene Brooks
	

	Matthew Blumler
	Evelyn Carr
	Julia Grollman
	


Agenda Item 1: Introduction

Apologies:  Shirley Broughton, John Burns, Jane Ferguson, Helen Jousselin, Cllr Mike Keogh, Paul Newing, Jerry Pinel, Nick Pond, Janet Simpson.
Agenda Item 2: Minutes and matters arising from previous meeting

2.1 Re. March 2009 Item 2.1 – ‘weir’ should have been used, not ‘dam’.
Agenda Item 3: New and Ongoing Issues – Planning Applications

3.1 Lewisham Gateway. According to LBL, the scheme is still going ahead. Answers received by Matthew state all necessary land is now in public ownership. However, there are, ‘ongoing discussions between the parties in respect of the scheme’s viability and delivery’.

3.2 36– 64 Lee High Road. The buildings at 36-58 have all been cleared except for the structure over the river.

3.3 104–120 Lee High Road. A new application has been made for 70 flats. The sympathetic treatment of the river frontage has not changed.
3.4 Re. March 2009 Item 3.4 – talks within the Agency concerning aspirations for the Quaggy in the Lee High Road locality. Nothing to date has happened. QWAG requested a separate discussion with the Agency on the subject. Trevor will provide contacts.
Agenda Item 4:  New and Ongoing Issues - Maintenance

4.1 Re: low flow of water in Sutcliffe Park. The Agency and LBG have discussed maintenance and reassessed risks. In consequence, the inlet screen, originally a safety measure, has been removed. Improvement in flow is expected. Further change may be made if required.

4.2 An Agency inspection of the Quaggy downstream from the A20, then upstream, takes place in June. Trevor invited QWAG to participate. While the team was in the area, there would be opportunity to review the FAS and look at and discuss a number of issues that concern us. 

4.3 Matthew reported brushwood piled up by Agency contractors had been thrown into the river. In future, good practice might prevent this – stacking away from the river or securing. 

Agenda Item 5: New and Ongoing Issues – Improvements and Restorations

5.1. Trevor reported that restoring and re-profiling the Middle Kid Brook where it flows close to Thomas Tallis School is imminent.

5.2 Re. March 2009 Item 5.1 – proposals for the ‘Quaggy’ made by the Friends of Mottingham Woods are related to a tributary known as the Grove Park Ditch.
Agenda Item 6: Surplus QWAG Funds

6.1 The Management Committee had examined QWAG’s financial position. Allowing for contingencies, some £500 was available for use. Ray will email the membership for ideas on best spending the money. Some suggestions so far – a QWAG camera, signage, more displays, small-scale restoration work, bat detectors / bat boxes. 

Agenda Item 7: Events

7.1 The Spring Walk and Social successfully took place on 19th April. 

7.2 The Three Rivers Clean Up takes place over nine days starting 31st May. Some 600 volunteers are expected to participate. 

7.3 Lewisham Peoples Day takes place on Saturday 11th July. Volunteers are needed.

7.4 QWAG’s Annual River Walk takes place on Sunday 6th September around Sutcliffe Park – it is 5 years since the restored park was re-opened.

Agenda Item 8: User Group News

 8.1 Manor Park User Group. Re new bridge, necessary redrawing of plans has been commissioned. The Council are due to meet the Agency and report back by the first week of June. Various plots of land that make up the alleyway are being brought into Council ownership.

8.2 Friends of Hither Green Triangle nature reserve. A group is now maintaining this nature reserve through which a small tributary of the Quaggy flows. 

Agenda Item 9:  Any Other Business

9.1 The BURA award to QWAG for Community Inspired Regeneration was on display. Ray thanked Trevor for making additional copies.

9.2 Ron reported that Archbishop Desmond Tutu was due to visit Chinbrook Meadows in early July (he had been a curate in Grove Park). It might be an event for QWAG participation.  

9.3 As a BURA Award winner, QWAG was invited to send a member to a course, Planning for Non-Planners 27th/ 28th May. Charles Batchelor might be interested. Sheila would contact him.

9.4 Emma reported an encouraging recent fish survey on the Ravensbourne in Ladywell Fields (southern end). A 100 metre stretch had yielded some 170 chub, 50 dace and 30/40 eels. 

9.5 The British Hydrological Society will visit the Quaggy catchment on 17th June.
9.6 .Ken White has donated two copies of his book, The River Quaggy an its Catchment Area.
[image: image1.jpg]Quaggy Watenuays Action Group
\ging an urban river to life




Next meeting: Wednesday 15th July at 8pm (Refreshments from 7.45 pm)





The agenda will be sent to all members at least one week before the meeting.


The minutes will be sent to all members within two weeks of the meeting.
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Quaggy Waterways Action Group is a Registered Charity   No: 1104156


